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Army Helicopters Being Built in Huntsville

First of two OH-58F Kiowa Warriors being built at Madison County Executive Airport. 

Meridianville, Ala. – The Army is building helicopters in Huntsville for the first time. 

 	The Project Office for Armed Scout Helicopters (PM ASH), along with U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Research Development and Engineering Center’s (AMRDEC) Prototype Integration Facility (PIF) are showcasing for the first time two of three OH-58F Kiowa Warriors that are in their initial production stages at the AMRDEC’s PIF in Meridianville, Ala. The Project Office for Armed Scout Helicopters is leading the way with this effort with AMRDEC.

In order to build the OH-58F, the Army has ‘depopulated’ – or taken apart – two of the three OH-58D Kiowa Warriors under the Cockpit and Sensor Upgrade Program (CASUP) and installing the Nose Mounted Structure on the aircraft which essentially makes them into OH-58F models. 

Upgrades to the Kiowa Warrior include:

· Nose-mounted Common Sensor Payload (CSP)
· Dual Channel Full Authority Digital Engine Controller (FADEC)
· Upgraded Control and Display Subsystem (CDS5) with 3 all-color displays
· Integrated Aircraft Survivability Equipment (ASE) displays
· Analog and MIL-STD-1760 weapons 
· Digital Intercommunication System (ICS)
· Emergency Standby Instrument System (ESIS)
· Improved side/transverse beam assemblies

                The Army will now begin installing the wiring harness that the PIF is building and designing. Seeing the aircraft at this stage allows the public to see how far down the Army takes the aircraft before building it back up. 

                These first three aircraft will provide the Huntsville area a positive economic impact for the next two years. The wiring harness will provide an economic impact for a much greater timeframe which will be expanded if a local business wins the competition when the Army releases the contract for the harness. 

                The building of the OH-58F establishes the first time the Army has built aircraft as the Lead Systems Integrator, meaning that the Army is in charge of managing all the activities to integrate and build the aircraft. By managing this program internally through the Project Office for Armed Scout Helicopters, this creates significant savings to the taxpayers over the life of the program by maximizing competitive opportunity in support of production. Over $37M will be saved during the Research, Development, Test and Evaluation phase, and over $551M during the Procurement/Production phase.

                This is the largest and most comprehensive development program that the AMRDEC’s PIF has undertaken. The PIF is performing the system-level physical integration development for the entire OH-58F airframe, which includes development of a new wiring harness, and integration of: the Increased Height Landing Gear (IHLG), side and transverse beams, and the nose structure required to support the new nose-mounted Common Sensor Payload (CSP). 

The OH-58D Kiowa Warrior was developed in the late 1980’s and fielded in 1990; at the time it was equipped with modern technology.  However, the OH-58D KW has not received a comprehensive Mission Equipment Package (MEP) update or depot-level modernization since its 1990 fielding.  

The OH-58D KW also routinely maintains the highest operational tempo (OPTEMPO) of any Army Aviation asset in theater.  The monthly OPTEMPO averages in theater hover around 75 hours per airframe.  In the past few months, certain aircraft have flown over 200 hours a month and one KW logged over 250 hours earlier this year.

The Kiowa Warrior CASUP is fundamental to meeting the most recent KW operational service life extension to Fiscal Year 2025 (FY25) and will update 1980’s equipment with the most current technology available.

For more information regarding this event, please contact the Program Executive Office for Aviation Public Affairs Office at (256) 313-4558 or 313-5468.
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