[image: image1.jpg]



Media Advisory
Release # 12-017
Program Executive Office for Aviation, Public Affairs Office                             July 30, 2012
Redstone Arsenal, AL  35898-5020





    
For more information call 256-425-4978
www.peoavn.army.mil 

Project Office begins delivery of Iraqi helicopters
Redstone Arsenal, Ala. – The members of the Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter Product Office, Armed Scout Helicopter Project Office, will begin shipping the first three of 27 aircraft to the Iraqi army tomorrow beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the Huntsville International Airport. 

The three aircraft will be loaded on a C-17.  


The Iraqi 407 helicopter is an armed surveillance and reconnaissance scout helicopter was developed by the Redstone Enterprise for the government of Iraq and is designed to perform armed reconnaissance in support of ground maneuver forces. The aircraft has been upgraded and modified to include cutting edge avionics, survivability and weapons system technology. 

The helicopter is a variant of the commercial Bell Helicopter 407. 

Delivery to the Iraqi army is a package approach and includes not only the aircraft, but an initial support package comprised of everything from initial spare parts, ground support equipment and tools as well as aircraft maintenance through contractor operated logistics support. The package approach ensures immediate and sustained use of the aircraft to maximize its utility to the Iraq army. 

The aircraft will play a vital role in the government of Iraq’s ability to maintain internal peace and security for its citizens in addition to providing a counter-terrorism capability. 
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Please RSVP to Randy Tisor at randy.tisor@us.army.mil or (256) 313-4558 
or (256) 425-4978 if you wish to attend this event.
